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THE 


PREFACE. 


OME of us, a while after the 
Heads of "Agreement were 
Aſſented unto by the United Mini- 
ſters mn 1, Apprehending that the 
Do&rines of Chult's Satis- 
faction, and our Juſtification, 
were in Danger, twas in a Brother- 
ly way Endeavour d, that they might 
be Explained, and Ovin 'd as com- 
monly held by the Reformed : And, 
after Ha conſt fe derable T ime, (wherein 
'tras once b5 oped, there y been 
a Sincere Renunciation of the Er- 
rours, which too ſoon appeared to be 


otherwiſe) a Paper,containing a Right 
A 2 Fate 
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State of theſe Articles, and a Diſ- 
owning the Oppoſite Opinions, was 
ſent unto, and Foyfully Receiv'd by 
115, as what was Atjuſted to Remove 
the Offence ; but, at la$t, laid aſide 
for Another Paper that Encreaſed 
the Diſlatisfa&ion. 

Matters Iying_ thus for ſeveral 
Months, the Firſt Paper, with a 
brief Account of what had been done 
towards a Conciliation came to light, 
and thereupon we were ſurprized with 
an Accufation, not again} a Per- 
fon or two of Our Way only, 
but again Us more generally ; 
and altho the Charge was, of our be- 
ing Tainted with Antinomian Ex- 
rours, yet was it not ſent unto, nor 
ſeen by us, but in a Publick Print ; 
wherein we were treated, not as Bre- 
thren, but in a Way very Uncom- 
mon, perhaps without a Preſident, 
by One of theſe Nine who had Sub- 
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ſcribed that Firſt Paper, and in Con-. 
jundion with others. ſent it to 245 in 
a Letter, Preſſing us to Accept of it, 
as an Expedient for Accommoda- 
tion. ' 

When we conſidered the Nature of 
this Charge, and under what Coun- 
tenance (according to the Repreſen- 
tation given of it in Print) it 
appeared, we had Reaſon to think, 
that if our Accuſers themſelves did 
not, yet the other Brethren would up- 
on Refle&ion, judge it t9 be both 


| Equal and Fair, that they who were 


in a Regular, and Chriſtian Man- 
ner, fir8t Accuſed, /hould Vindi- 
cate themſelves, before they expe- 
Fed any thing of that kind from us : 
Tea more, that ſeeing they did ſo very 
well know our Principles to be Ortho- 


.dox and Sound, they wauld clear 


themſelves from 2aving any Hand 
m the Accufation, if not ſave us 
this 


VI The Preface. 
this T rouble, by Teſtifying their 
Diflike of thoſe Unjuſt Aſperfiqns 
ca$t upon us, by ſome of their own 
Way, # Point of Diſcipline. 
But having waited a long while, 
and nothing more one than the con- 
tinuing the Clamour of our being 
Antinomians, we have made the en- 
ſuing Neclaration, which has been 
Confidered and Approved of by us, 
| v1z. The Miniſters of the Con- 
gregational Perſwafion, inand a- 
bout this City, ] wherein we have 
been more full than our Accuſers 
have. in their Propoſitions, defrred 
15 to be. 


Now having thus Diſcharged our © 


ſelves from the Groundleſs Accu- 
ſations which hawe been agains5t us, 
on the one Extreme, we cannot but at 
the ſame time expreſs our Diſlike of 
thoſe Hurtful Errours about Chriſt's 
Satisfaction, and our Juſtification 
Of 
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on the Other ; Particularly, ſuch as 
are in the Writings of Mr. B----r, and 
his Followers ; wihing, That what 
Perjons ſoewer have been charged, 
weuld Declare their true Senſe, to the 
End we may know how to carry it to- 
wards them in the Exerciſe of For- 
bearance. For, althowe do with Lu- 
ther, think Exeuth to be of /6 Ineſti- 
mable a Value, That it's better 
Heaven and Earth be Blended to- 
gether in Confuſion, than that the 
leaſt Duſt thereof ſhould Perith : 
And that therefore it ought earneſtly ta 
be Contended for ; yet do we very 
conſiftently Agree with the Elders 
and Meſſengers at the Savoy ; who, 
in the Preface to our Confethon de- 
clared, © That among$t all Chriftian 
© States and Churches, there ought 
* to be vouchſafed a Forbearance and 
* Mutual Indulgence unto Saints of 
* all Perſwaſions, that keep unto, 
* and 
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* and hold faſt the Neceflary Foun- 


* dations of Faith and Holineſs, in 
* all other Matters Extra-Funda- 
* mental, whether of Faith or Or- 
* der, p. 6.7. And ſeeingour Go- 
vernors have by a Law Tollerated 
us, we judge our ſelves the more obli- 
ged to bear with, and Exerciſe that 
Compaſhon and Tenderneſs to- 
wards our Fellow Servants, which 
we have had from our Superiors. 

Our Prayer unto God #5, That 
the ſame Mind be 1n all, which 
was in Chris} Feſus, that no- 
thing be done through Strife, and 
Vain Glory, but in Lowlineſs. of 
Mind. 


ERRATA 


Age 6, Line 7. for eafie, read ezfily ; 1. 17. read, ſome 
of us expreſſed a 3, p. 32. l. 7. read, whereof. 
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DECLARATION, &@c. 


Ltho' the Elders and Meſ- 
ſengers of Congregational 
Churches, who met in the 
Year 1658. at the Savoy, after 


4. they had (as: themſelves expreſs 


It) failed through an #ſtuation, 
Fluxes and Refluxes of great Va- 
riety of Spirits, Do&rines, and 
Opinions which have been Ac- 
companyed in their ſeveral Sea- 
ſons, with Powerfull Perſwafions 
and Temptations, to Seduce thoſe 
of our way, did Declare their 
Faith, in the ſame Subſtance for 
matter, yea Words for the moſt 
Part, which other Churches, and 

B Aſem- 


Aſſemblies Reputed the moſt Or- 
thodox, have done before them, 
expreſſing their Approvall of the 
Confeſſion of the Afﬀemblie at 
WeStminſter, and holding forth a 
 Profefled Oppoſition to the Con:- 
mon Errors, and Herefies of thoſe 
times; And, altho our Brethren 
2n New- England, who for the Sub- 
ſtance, Aflented fully to the Aſ- 
ſemblies Confeſſion, Zealouſly 
 oppugned the Wild Notions of the 
Antinomians; And alſo, tho we 
our ſelves have frequently Signi- 
fyed our Approbation of the Do- 
Frinal Articles of the Church of 
England, and the aforeſaid Con- 
teſhons, and many of our way have 
not only Preached, but Written 
againſt them, and never hath a 
Book Containing Errors of that 
or any other ſort, been ſent forth 
under the Countenance of an At- 
teſtation 


a 
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['3 ] 
feſtation of it's Soundneſs ſubſcri- 
bed by any Number of us, and 
altho our Orthodoxy be ſo mani- 
feſt that we cannot want a Wit- 
neſs of 1t in the Conſciences of our 
Accuſers, yet to the Diſhonour of 
God, and the Reproach of that 
Holy Profeſſion, which we, with 
the reft of ſound Proteſtants, make 
of the Truth, and in contradi&i- 
on to the plainett Evidence, are 
we traduced for being Antinomi- 
ans, and ſeveral upon this account 
prefled againft their Attendance 
on our Miniſtry 3 Whereupan, in 
Faithfuneſs unto God, and Com- 
paſhon to the Souls of Men, as 
well as for the Clearing our ſelves 
from ſuch groundlels, falſe and 
injurious Imputations, we have 
thought 1t expedient to give a juſt 
Repreſentation of our Principles 
in theſe Points. 

B 2 But 
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But to prevent Miſtakes, We 
defire 1t may be obſerved, that 
our Defign 1s not to profeſs our 
D1ſlike of every Doctrine, to which 
the Name of Antinomian hath been 
given : For we know, that not 
only Bellarmine, with ſundry Pa- 
pifts ; but the Srcinians, and other 
Erroneous Perſons among our Ac- 
c:ſers, too near a-kin unto them, 
have branded ſome of the mot 
Important Truths of the Goſpel, 
defended by the Reformed againſt 
the Inſults of the Feſuits and their 
Abettors, as Antinomian ; Nor in- 
deed can we look on the Errours 
falſely ſaid to be held by us, as 
Opinions that have found ſo much 
Reputation, as to gain any Num- 
ber of Learned Men to ſupport 
them, they being for the moſt part 
the Off: -ſpring of the Brains of fome 


Popiſh and oor Heretical Wr1- 
ters, 


LS ] 
ters, who, 1n their Ditputes with 
Proteſtants, haye firſt affirm'd 'em 
to be Conſequences, eaſily deduced 
from Principles, entertained by us, 
and then repreſented as DoFrines, 
which we have eſponſed. 

But, yet ſeveral of 'em have had 
Parents to own and cheriſh them ; 
and have not been miſnamed, whit 
nevertheleſs we ſhall conſider on! y 
as charged upon us ; and endea- 
vour to ſhew, not only, that we 
never entertained, or gave coun- 
tenance unto them, but, that in 
our Writings, and by the Articles 
and Confefſrons, which we have de- 
liberately and readily ſubſcribed 
unto, we have, from time to time, 
Publickly given our Teſtimony a- 
gaint them j whereby it will ap- 
pear ; that as there hath not been 
the leaſt Colour or Pretence for 
our Accuſers, ſo boldly to Pub- 
E 3 Iith 
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liſh their Infinuations and Charges 
againſt us, ſo it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that there is ſomewhat 
at bottom, not obvious to every 
one's View, that influences them 
hereunto ; which, whether it be 
the more eahe to conceal ; and 
under a Covert, the more effectu- 
ally to inſtill "and propagate Er- 
rours of an Armimnian Nature and 
Tendency, we leave to Impartial 
Obſervers to determine ; who, we 
doubt not, will ſoon be convin- 
ced, that what is here ſuggeſted 
is too 77! ze, ſeeing they did not lay 
Antinomian Errours to our Charge, 

until we expreſſed our Diſſatisfa- 


Fion about their Arminian and o-. 


ther hurtful Opinzons. 

But what Judgment ſoever any 
ſhall paſs en their Methods and De- 
ſigns, we will ſet down the Er- 
rOUTrs , they ſay we Hold, and 

ſhew 


C7 ] 
ſhew How and Where we have w:t- 
neſſed againſt them. 


The ERRORS. 


| 6 1. That the Eternal Decree 
gives ſuch an Exiſtence to the Ju- 
ſtification of the EleF, as makes 
their Eſtate, ' whilft in Unbelief to 
be the ſame as when they do be- 
lieve, 1n all reſpects, ſave only as 
to the Manifeſtation ; and that 
there 1s no other Juſtification by 
Faith, but what 1s in their Con- 
ſciences. 

d. 2. That the Flef, confider- 
ed as in their Natural Eſtate, or 
as In the firſt Adam, are not under 
the Denunciation of Wrath by the 
aw, as well as other Unbeliev- 
ingand Impenitent Sinners are. 

9. That pardoned Sin 1s no Sin, 
and therefore God can't ſee Sin in 
B 4 his 
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his People, to be diſpleaſed with 
them for their Sins ; nor doth God 
expreis his Fatherly Diſpleaſure a- 
gainſt them by any Affictions laid 
upon them. 

$, 4. That Believers are not 
bound to Confeſs, or mourn. over 
Sin, as committed by them ; or 
pray for pardon of Sin, in tha- 
king daily Acknowledgment of a 
Need of it, becauſe 'twas pardon- 
ed before committed, and par- 
doned Sin 1s no Sin. 

d. 5. That Believers ought not 
to beafraid of committing Sin, be- 
cauſe their Sins can do them no 
hurt. 

9.6. That they tnuſt do no good 
Work, or Duty, for their own 
benefit, nor with an Eye unto 
their own Salvation. 

d. 7. Believers not having in 


themſelves an Ability to do good 


Works, 


E JI 


Works, are not bound to perform 
any good Duty, unleſs excited 
thereunto by a ſpecial Motion of 
the Spirtt. 

d. 8. That Sandifcation, evi- 
derced by the Spirit of God to 
their Conſc'ences, 1s not a Sign, 
Mark, or F.v dence of their Tuſti- 
fication ; and that Marks and Signs 
for the ryal of a Beitever's Faith, 
are of nouſe : For, Faith lying 1 in 


a full Perſwafion, und Aſſurance, 


that their Perſons were Aftually 
Fuſtified, and Pardened in Chriſt, 
it 1s a Sin to Queftion, W hether 
they do Savingly believe, or no? 
d.g. That Goſpel-Minifters are 
not to Preach the Lav, in its Com- 
mans, and Curſes, to convince Men 
of their need of Chriſt; nor are 
Believers obliged to Regard the 
Law, as delivered by Moſes ; nor 
as Externally propounded ; 
are 
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are they bound when they commit 
Sin, to look to the Law for fur- 
ther Diſcoveries, and ConviCtions 
of the remaining Corruptions that 
are in them ; becauſe by the Go- 
ſpel, its Obligations are diflol- 
ved. 

d. 10. That Miniſters of the 
Goſpel ought not to propound the 
Offers of Salvation untoall thoſe to 
whom God calls them to Preach, 
ſeriouſly Inviting them to Im- 
prove the Means of Grace, that 
they may be Saved; and aſſuring 
them in the way of their Miniſte- 
rial Duty of the Salvation of all 
ſuchas believe in Chrift, becauſe 
they want Ability to cloſe with 
the Offer ; and all ſhall not be ſa- 
yed. 

d. 11. That by God's laying our 
$:ns upon Chrift, he became every 


way as finfulas we; and weevery 
way 


x 
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way as Righteous and Holy as he ; 
and that therefore Perſons may - 
expect to be pardoned whilſt they 
continue in a State of Unbeliefand 
Impenitence ; and that continued 
Repentance and Holineſs, are not 
in the Nature of the Thing ; nor 
by the Conftitution of the Goſpel, 
neceſlary to.our being poſſeſſed of 
Eternal Life. 

The Oppoſition we have made 
unto theſe Errours, may be ſeen in 
our Confeſſion at the Savoy, as alſo 
in the Writings of our Brethren, 
both at Home, and in New-Eng- 
land ; particularly in the Books of 
the Celebrated Dr. Goodwin, and 
Dr. Owen, as we will diſtinaly e- 
vince by oppoſms to theſe Errours 
what 1s delivered 1 the foreſaid 
Confeſſion, and Writings. 


The 


_ > cc SEE RIP < Whgs Gwe o—_ 


[ 12 ] 
The Fir# and Second _ "= 


. That the Eternal Decree 
io ſuch a Real Exiſtence to the 
Fuſtific ation of the Ele, as makes 
their State, whilſt in Unbelie 1726, to 
be the ſame as when they do be- 
lieve, in all Reſpe&s fave as to Ma- 
nifeſtation, and that there 15 no 


other Juſtification by Farth, but 


what 1s in their Bences 


2. That the Elect, confidercd 
as in their Natural Eſtate, oras in 
the Fir$# Adam, are not under the 
Denunciation of Wrath by the 
Law, as well as other Unbelev- 
ing, and Impenitent Sinners. 


Our Oppoſetion. 
. That there is a Difference 


We the Eftate of the Elect, 
whilſt 
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whilſt in Unbelief, and when Be- 
levers, befides what 15 manifeſta- 
_ to their Conſciences. 

. That before they believe 
they are not Perſonally, and AdFu- 
ally Juſtified in the Court of Hea- 

ven, but by belteving they are ſo 

Jultiied. 
. The Learned Dr. Goodwin, 
in ho Fourth Volume of his Werks, 

about the Objects, and Ads of Tu- 
ſtifying Faith, Part 1. Book 1. Chap. 
15. hath in the following Words, 

g1ven our true and Genuine Senſe 

about this Important Point : For 

there he Diſcour/ing of Juſtification 
from Eternity, and in Chris, faith ; 

* We arein our own Perſons, made 

* True Owners and Injoyers 'of Fu- 

{ ſtification, at that Inſtant when 

© we fir Believe; which A is 

* the Completion, and Accom- 

* pliſhment of the former, and 1 Is 

* that 
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* that Gzeat and Famous 7u/t:- 
* fication by Faith, which the Scrip- 
* ture ſo much ſnculcates, and al- 
* moſt only mentioneth, yea, and fo 
© ſpeaks of it, as if we were nt 
* Fiſtified at all till then : So 1 Cor. 
* 6.9. Such were ſome of you, but 
©noW ye are Sanftified, now 1e 
* are uſtified ; which before they 
© were not------And therefore before 
* Faith, the Scripture Pronounceth 
* the very EleF, even thoſe whom 
© Chriſt Died for, Children of Wrath 
* as well as others, tfll they Be- 
*©Uleve, Epheſ. 2.3. So as when 
* wewere faid to be Juſtified by 


'© Faith, it is not only becauſe 
© then Faith Apprebends that Fu- 
by ſtification which was in God s BreaSt 
-© before. and that then we are Ju- 


© ftihed merely in F020 Conſcien- 


© fiz, tho we were 1n Foro Dez, as 


© much as ever (as ſome expreſs 


it ;) 
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* it ;) But further it muſt be ſaid, 
ethat even in Foro Der, in God's 
© Court.and according to the Judg- 
*ment of that Open Court, which 
© God hath ſet up in his Word, and 
*according to the Proceedings of 
his Werd, (which is the Rule he 
© profeſſeth to Judge Men by, and 
* therein he keeps to the Ryle of 
*his Word, as Chriſt faith, 1Fudge 
no Man; bat the CElo2dD: which 7 
* ſpeak, ſhall Fudge you, John 17. 
©47,45.) God doth Judge and 
*P2onounce his Elect Ungod!y, 
and Unjuſtified, till they Believe ; 
*yea, and by the Spirit of Bondage 
he Teſtifieth to their Conſciences, 
© that before Faith they are Un- 
* godly, and Unjuſtified, and 
* Children of Wrath : If it were 
*not a Real Truth, the Spirit of 
© God would not evidence this to 
© them. 


2. What 


[ 16 ] | 
>. What Dr. Goodwin here af- 
firms, 1s conſonant to what 'tis 
declared, in the Savoy Confeſſion : 
For, in Cap. 11.9. 4. it is thus. 
© Gad did from all Eternity De- 
© cree to Juſtifie all the Ele&t, and 
© Christ did, in the fulneſs of 
© Time, Die for their Sins, and 
* riſe again for their Juſtification : 
© Nevertheleſs they are not Jy- 
<ſttfied Perſonally, until the 
© Hily Spirit doth in due time a- 
© Fually Apply Chriſt unto them. 
And, as in Cap. 3. $. 6. * They ha- 
©ving falln in Adam, are by their 
* Original, and Actual Sins Bound 
© over to the Wrath of God, and 
© Curſe of the Law, and are made 
© ſubject to Death, with all Mz/e- 
* ries, Spiritual, Temporal and E- 
© ternal, So, Cap. 6. $. 6. Thus 
they continue, till they are Effe- 
Frallycalled ; as in Cap. met 


Ss 9. RE S Oo. De 
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* All thoſe, whom God hath Pre- 
a © * deſtinated unto Life, and only 
* thoſe he is pleaſed in his Ap- 
- Pointed time effecFually to call by 
* his Word and Spirit = of that 
y State of Sin and Death, in which 
they areby Nature, to Grace and 
* Salvation by. Peſits Chris Befides, 
as 1t 1s expreſly faid Cap. 1. $. 4. 
| That they are not Perſonally To. 
| [tified till Chriſt be Actually Ap- 
{ plied unto them :. So 1n the ſame 
; Chap. v. 1. tis declared, © That 
1 © thoſe whom God effect Hually cal- 
| © Jeth, he alſo Freely Fuſtifieth 
i * by Impating Chriſt's Active Obe- 
| © dience unto the whole Law,and 


} Paſhve Obedience in his Death 


for their whole and ſole Righ- 
teouſnels ; they Receiving and 
j © Reſting 2 him, and 5:5 Righ- 
| © teouſneſs by F aith, And in 


the very next Section ; Faith 
\# © thus 
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2. What Dr. Goodwin here af- 
firms, 1s conſonant to what 'tis 
declared, in the Savoy Confeſſeon * 
For, in Cap. 11.9. 4. it is thus. 
© God did from all Eter nity De- 
© cree to Juſtifie all the Elet. and 
© Christ did, in the fulneſs of 
© Time, Die for their Sins, and 
* riſeagain for their Juſtification - 
© Nevertheleſs they are not Ju- 
« ſtified Perſonally, until the 
* Hily Spirit doth in due time a- 
© Fually Apply Chriſt unto them. 
And. as in Cap. 3. $. 6. * They ha- 
© ving falſn in Adam, are by their 
, Original, and Atual Sins Bound 
© over to the Wrath of God, and 
© Curſe of the Law, and are made 
q ſubject to Death, with all Mzſe- 
© r1es, Spiritual, Temporal and E- 
© ternal. So, Cap. 6. $. 6. Thus 
they continue, till they are Effe- 


Frallycalled ; as in Cap. 10. $. 1. 
| * All 
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* All thoſe, whom God hath Pre- 
* deſtinated unto Life, and only 
* thoſe he is pleaſed in his Ap- 
* pointed time effeFually to call by 
* his Word and Spirit out of that 
* State of Sin and Death, in which 
| © theyareby Nature, to Graceand 
* Salvation by Feſ1is ChriSt. Beſides, 
as 1t 1s expreſly faid Cap. 1. $. 4. 
That they are not Perſonally Fu- 
| ſtifed till Chritt be Actually Ap- 
{ plied unto them : So 1n the ſame 
| Chap. $. 1. 'tis declared, * That 
© thoſe whom God effe&ually cal- 

. leth, he alio Freety I uſtifieth 
| , by I mputing Chriſt's Active Obe- 
* © dience unto the whole Law,and 
4 © Paſhve Obedience in his Death 
| © for their whole and fole Righ- 
? © teouſneſs ; they Recetving and 
/ © Reſting 2 him, and 5 Righ- 
| © teouſneſs by Faith, And in 
| the very next Section ; * Faith 
(: © thus 
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© thus Receiving and Reſting on 
© Chriſt, and his Righteouſneſs is 
© the alone Jnſtrument of P«ſt:- 
© fication ; yet it 1s not aline in the 
© Perſon Juſtified, but is ever ac- 
* companted with all other Saving 
© Graces ; and 1s no Dead Faith, 
© but worketh by Love. 


Tie Third and Fvh Errours. 


©2. That Pardoned Sin 1s no 
Sin; and therefore God can't 
© {ee Sin in his People to be Dif= 
pleaſed with them for their 


* Sins; nor doth God expreſs his | 


* Fatherly Difpleaſure againſt 


*them by any Afflictions laid upon t 


© them. 


| 


© 4. That Believers are not 


© Bound to Confeſs, or Mourn over 


© Sin, as committed by them, or | 
* Pray for Pardon of Sin, in mak- | 


© ing ' 


5: 
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9 
ing a Daily Acknowledgment of 
© a Need of it, becauſe 'twas Par- 


* doned bes committed, and 
© Pardoned Sin 15 no Qin, 


Our Oppoſition. 


We havealways held : 

x. - hat Pardoned, yea, Morti- 
fied Sins, are truly and properly 
SIS. 

2. That God ſeeth the Sins of 
his own People, and is Diſplea- 
led with them for their Sins. 

2. That when Believers do fin, 
it 1s their Duty to humble them- 
ſelves, Confeſs their Sins, and pray 
for Pardon. 

The Declaration of our Faith, 
at the Savoy, 1s ſo diftin, and full 
againſt theſe Errours, that who- 
ever will conſult the following 


Paſlages taken out of it, cannot 
GC 2 but 
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j but think himſelf bound in Con- 
he {cience to own our Orthodoxy : 
kk For, in Cap. 6. v. 4. we affrm, 
i © "Phat the Corruption of Nature, 
hl * during this Life, doth remain 
lj * in thoſe that are Regenerated ; 
| * and a/tho it be through ©C5r15] PAtz 
; Doned and Portified, yet both 
[It ſelf, and all the M4: trons thereof, 
” are Truly and Pzoperly $7. 
je {In Cap. 11. *. 5. God doth conti- | 
lia © nueto Fo:give the Sins of thoſe 
' * that are juſtifed ; and altho 
© they can never fall from the State 
© of Tultific ation ; yet they may by 
| * their Sins fall under God's Fa- | 
il ,  therly Diſpleaſure ; and in | 
* that Condition, th ey have not | 
- Uſually the Light of his Counte- | 
ih © nance Reſtored unto them, until | 
ki ' they humble 7hemſelo's, Cen- | 
it x fels their SMS, }5eg Pardon, | 
i * and Renew their Faith and Kepen- 
* tance, | 
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' tance. In Cap. 15. 6. 2,3. Where- 
as there 1s none that doth Good, 

and Dinneth not, and the beft 
of Men may through the Power 
and Deceittulnefs of their Cor- 
ruptions, dwelling in them, with 
the Prevalency of Temptation, 

fall into Gzeat Dins and P20- 
vocations ; God hath, in the 

Covenant of Grace, mercifully pro- 
' vided, that Believers ſo Sin- 
_ ming, "ond Falling, be Renewed 
through Repentance unto Sal- 
- vation, 1hatthis Saving Repen- 
' fance is an Evangelical Grace, 

- whereby a Perſon being by the 
" Holy Ghoſt made ſenſible of the 
© manifold Evils of his Sin, doth 
' by Faith in Chrift pumbie. Pam- 
' ſelf for it, with Godly ©02- 
' row, Deteftation 5 3: , and 


* Self Abhozrency, P2aying 
"4 W Pardon, and Strength : o Gra: e, | 


ek OE. IE. © Er I He RC WF MY Us | 
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The Fo fil frroar. 


That Believers ought not 

© to be afraid of committing Sin, 

© becauſe their Sins can do them no 
© hurt. 


Our Oppo ſition. 


If the Sins of Believers do 
impair their Graces and Comforts ; 
harden their Hearts, wound their 
Conſciences, hurt and ſcandalize 
others, Grieve God's Holy Spirit, 
Expoſe to his Fatherly Diſ- 
pleaſure, and bring Temporal 
Judgments too upon them ; then 
ſurely their Sins hurt them, and 
they ſhould be Afraid to commit 
them ; and if we - have declared 
thus much in our Confeſſion, 'tis 
tuffcient to clear us from this [m- 

putation, 


SY 


putation. And that we have free- 
ly and readily owned thus much, 
1s plain from what 1s in Cap. 5. 6. 5., 
© The Moſt Wiſe and Gracious 
© God doth oftentimes leave for a 
* Seaſon, His own Chilozen, to 
Y _ Manifold Temptations, and the 
” Corruptions of their own Hearts, 
*to Chaltiſe them for their for- 
* mer v7ns, or to Diſcover to them 
- the hidden ftrength of Corrup- 
© tion. and Deceitfulneſs of their 
c Hearts, that they may be Humbled 
: | and to make' them WMOo2C 


* Watchful againſt all Future 
* Occaſions cf Sin,-----In Cap. 
© 17. 9.3. And tho-they may----- 
* fall into Grievous Sins, and for a 
* time continue therein, whereby 

' they Incur God's Difplealſure, 
* and Grieve his Holy Spirit, COMe 
© to have their Gzaces and Com- 
[forts Impaired, have their Hearts 
C4 * Hardned, 


-- 


"(ns } 
' Hardned, and their Conſciences 
" Wounded, Hyrt and Scandalize 
others, and bring Temporal Judg- 


: ments upon them Sofues'; yet they 
Are, and ſhall be kept -y the 


* Power of God, throug? Faith 


* unto Salvation. W hat can be more 
© oppoſite unto this Errour,* 


Tie Sixth Erroyr. 


6. That they muſt dono Good 


: Wie or Duty, for their own 
y * Peneft ; or with an Eye to their 


© onn Salvation. 


Our Oppoſition. 


That —_— muſt do good 


Works, expetins Bleftings in thc 
colic thereof. Soin Chap. 
19.6.6. *Altho Truc Believers be 
F not under the Low as 2 Covenz nt 
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of Works----yet 1s1t of great uſe 
* to them, as well as to others, in 
" that, as a Rule of Life inform- 
ing them of the Will of God and 
"their Duty, it Directs, and Binds 
© them to halt according! ſy. ---- | he 
© Promiſes of it in like manner ſhow 
© them Gind 5 Approbation of D- 
' - bedience, - hat Bleſſings 
© they :. Expect upon the Per- 
, fo:mante vereaf, altho not as 
© Due to them by the Law, as a 
© Covenant of Warks ; fo asa Man's 
© Dom iS Good, and Reforming from 
© Evil, becauſe the Law Encou- 
' rageth to the One, and Oeter- 
© reth from the other, 1s no Ev1- 
© dence of his being ani the Low, 
© and not under, Grace. And 6. 
© Neither are the 5 ar? te! 
* Uſes of the Law, contrary to the 
© Graces of the Goſpel, but do 


* {weetly Comply with it, the 


Spir it 
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© Spirit of Chri$t Subduing and En- 
© abling the Will of Man to do 
© that freely and chearfully, which 
© the Wfll of God Revealed in the 
* Law, Required fo be done, 
* And in Cap. 16. 6. 6. The Per- 

© ſons of Believers being Accept- 
© ed through Chriſt, their Good 
© Wozks alſo are Accepted in him 
© ----God looking upon them in his 
© Son, is Pleaſed ta Accept and 
© Reward that which is Sincere, 


© aitho accompanied with many 


© Weakneſſes and Imperfedfions. 


The Seventh Errour. 


© 7, Believers not having in 
* themſelves an Ability todo Good 
* Works, are not Bound to Per- 
* formany good Duty, unleſs Ex- 
© cited thereunto by a ſpecial /1:- 


* tion of the Spirit. 
Our 


ES 


Our Oppoſition. 


We have fully Declared our 
ſelves againſt this Errour, in 
Cp. 16.8. 3. © Their Ability todo 
* Good Works, is not at all in 
* themſelves, but wholly from the 
* Spirit of Chriſt -----yet are they 
* not hereupon to grow Negligent, as 
* if they were not Bound to 
* Perform any Duty, unleſs por 
* a Spectal Motion of the Spirit ; 
© but they ought to + Drligent 
*in Stirring up the Grace of God 


that is in them. 


The Erghith Errour. 


* $8. That Sandification, eviden- 
* ced by the Spirit of God to their 
* Conſciences, 1s not a Sign, Mark, 
* or Evidence of their Juſtification ; 


and 


© 
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* and that Marks and Signs for the 
* Tryal of a Believer's Faith, are 
*of no uſe. For Faith lying ina 
* Full Perſwafion and Afſurance, 
© that their Perſons were AQuually 
* Juſtified and Pardoned in Chriſt, 
© it 18a Sin to Queſtion, Whether 
* they do Savingly Believe, or no? 


Our Oppoſttion. 


It hath been our conftant Judg- 
ment. 

1. That ſaving Faith heth not 
in a Full Perſwafion and Aflurance 
that our Sins are Actually Par- 
doned. | 

2. That MarkS and S:2ns for 
the Tryals of our Spiritual Eſtate, 
are Uſeful, and to be ſought af- 
Cer. 

2. T hat Sandrficatton, eviden- 
ced by the Spirit of God to our 

Con- 
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Conſciences, 15a certain Sign, and 
Mark of our Juſtification. 

To the Firii, the Judicious 
Dr.Goodwin hath in his Vol.4. Part 2. 
Lib. 2. Cap. 1. delivered our True 
Senſe, when he faith, * That that 
©AG& of Faith which Juſtifieth a 
Sinner, is. Diſtin® from know- 

ing he hath Eternal Life, and 

may therefore be without it, be- 
* cauſe it doth not neceſſarily contain 
* Pzevatling Aſſurance in it. 
* By Pzetatling Aſſurance, 1 
* mean ſuch an Aſſarance, as over- 
" powreth Doubts and Senſe to the 
© contrary, ſo as in the Believer's 
* Knowledge he1sable to ſay, Christ 
* is mine, and my Sins are Forgiven ; 
; ' fuchan Aſſurance, whereby Man 
© is a Conquerour, as Paz! ſpeaks 
* Rom. 8. 27. Amongſt the ſeve- 
ral Reaſons he o1ves to prove that 
Frue Faith may. be without ſuch 
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Aſſurance, he preſſeth this, viz. 
* Wicked Men are not bound im- 

- mediately to have Aflurance.and 
© therefore it is not the Eſſential 

: _ Act wherein Faith confifts. They 

' Are Condemned you know, for 
* not Believing : Now, if the Firft 
© Actof Faith commanded. were to 
© believe that Chri tis mine, and 
© that my Sins ar? Forgiven, how 
| could a Man 1n the State of Na- * 
© ture be Bound to it ? For ſuch 
© an Aſſurance of Chriſt's being his, 
, ' Is not a Truth in the State where- 
* in he ſtands, but yet he 1s every 

, ' Hour bound to come to Chrift 
© as the Fountain of Life, and caſt 

© himſelf on him for his Pardon. 

What the Door here deliver- 
eth is agreeable to what 1s 1n our 

Confefhon, which hath two di- 

ſtin& Chapters, the 14th about ſa- 

ving Faith, and the 15th of the 

Aſſurance 
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Aſſurance of Grace and Salvation >; 
giving diſtin Definitions of each, 
and clearing it ; that Afſurance 1s 
not an Eſſential of Saving Faith, 


" and that Faith doth not, in all, 


grow up to the Attainment of a 
Full Aſſurance, afhirming, © That 
* the principal As of ſaving Faith 
are Accepting, Receiving, and 
* Reſting upon ChrSt alone for Ju- 
* ſtification, Sandification, and Eter- 
*nal Life, by Vertue of the Co- 
© venant of Grace, 6. 2. And chap.. 
*18. $. 3. This Infallible Afu- 
* rance doth not belong to. the 
© Eſſence of Fazth, but that a True 
© Believer may wait long, and Con- 
* flit with many Difhculties be- 


© fore he be Partaker of 1t. 


To the ſecond and third, Dr. 
Goodwin, in the Place but now 
cited, cap. 5. goeth on to conſider, 
*What the Apoſtle Fohn hath writ- 

"ten; 
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-ten, that may help a Believer to 
©this Aſſurance ; what Diretions, 
* what Helps, what Evidence he 

* has deſcribed, whereby he ma 
© come to be Aſſured —— it directs 
© them to two Trinities of Wit- 
 neſles, where three are in Hea- 
Ven, and three on Earth : For I 
© take it, that all theſe #+ Wit- 
- heſſes have their Evidence (et 
' to one Record ; both that Chrift 
© 1s the ain of Life, and that 

: God hath given to a Be © nl Eter- 
© nal Life. And a little after the 

Delhi inſiſts on Sanification as 

the ſecond Witneſs on Earth. The 

© ſecond Witneſs (faith he) is the 

* Work and Workings of Danctt- 

* cicaton, | Water | the Believer 

© finds that clofing thus with Chriſt 

| ' changeth him, Renews him, waſh- 
th him from the Power of Sin, 

* puts a new Spirit and Principle 

into 


Lg | 


* into him ------ Every Grace is a 
* ſtream in him, and all his Graces 
* do Teſtify. alſo if they be obſer- 
* ved: Read this Epiſtle of Fobn, 
* you will find he cuts this Water 
* into many Rills and Signs, in 
* every of which as ſo manyD1Igns, 
* Believers may ſce and have ſome 
© .EViDence of their Eſtates. fs 
far the Doctor, who till keeps 
cloſe unto our Confeſſion ; 1n 
which, particularly chap. 18. ?. 1. 
its ſaid, *Altho Temporary Be- 
© lievers, and other Unregenerate 
©Men may wainly deceive them- 
* ſelves with falſe Hopes and Carnal 
" Preſumptions of being in the Fa- 
© 204r of God, and State of Salwa- 
© tion, which Hope of theirs ſhall 
© Periſh: Thus they ſhew what 
falſe Hopes and carnal Preſumptions 
ſome Unregenerate Men may 
have. To which they add, *.3. 
D "That 


n" I" ax us. _— 4 OI 2:95, Pt. 4 oy 


"aA. 
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© That a Believer being enabled by 
* the Spirit to KNOW the T hings 
© which are freely given him of 
* God, he may without Extraor- 
*dinary Revelation in the Right uſe 
* of ordinary Meansattain thereun- 
*to: And therefore it is the Duty 
* of every one to give all Diligence 
*to make his Calling and Ele&ion 
*ſure ; which (as in $.x, 2.) can- 


*not be but by Endeavouring to 


Walk in all Good Conſcience be- 
fore the Lord Jeſus. For, © This 
* Certainty isnota bare Conjectu- 
*ral and Probable Perſwafion, 
* grounded upon a Fallible Hope, 
*but an Infallible Afurance of 
* Faith, founded on the Blood 
* and Righteouſneſs of Chrift, re- 
* vealed in the Goſpel ; and alſo 
* upon the Pnward Evidence 
* of thoſe Graces, unto which 
* Promiſes are made, and on the 

* Imme- 


E EE 7 1 > 7 WW. 
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' Immediate I Vitne(s of the Spirit, 
Teſtifying our Adoptien, and as a 
- Fruit thereof leaving the Heart 
_ ——_ and Holy. Andin 

* cap. 6 * Good Works done in 

: diene to God's Command- 

* ments, are the Fruits and Evt- 

© dences of a Tr and Lively 

© Faith, and by them Believers---- 

Sy ſtrengthen their 4ſſurance. 


The Ninth Frrayr. 
©9. That Goſpel Minifters are 
. LC F 4 & re 


* not to Preach the Law in its Com- 
*mmands and Curſes, to convince 
, ' Men of their need of Chriſt ; nor 
*are Believers obliged to regard 
' the Law as delivered by Moſes, F 
' Nor as Ezternally- propounded ; 
NOT are they Bound, when they 
*commit Sin, to look to the Law 
© for further Diſcoveries and Con- 


W 2 * v1Etions 


Sz. 


Cyictions of the remaining Cor- 
*ruptions that are in them, becauſe 
© by the Goſpel its Obligations are 
© Diflolved. 


Our Oppoſetion. 


We hold, That the Law 
delivered by Woes, continues n1 
its Commands and Curſes, Undiſ- 
= d. 

- That it's ſtill of uſe to con- 
vince of Sin, that we may ſee a 
need of Chriſt, and therefore 1s 
to be Preached and Externally pro- 
pounded ; and we are to look unto 
if. 

To the Firſt, Tis very expreſ- 
ly declared in our C onfe/ſii ion » cap. I9. 

2. © That the Law written in the 

"Heart continued to be a perfect 
© Rule af R1ghteouſneſs after the 
* Fall of Man, and was delivered 

C by 


+ 3, 
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*by God upon Mount Sinai, in 
*Ten Commandments, and writ- 
*tenin Two Tables-----commonly 
*called the Moral-Law. $.3. And 
*;nd.5. © The Moral-Law doth for 
*ever Bind All, 'as well Fuſtified 
* Perſons as others, to the Obedi- 
* ence thereof ; and that not only 
*in regard-to the Matter con- 
* tained in it, but alſo in reſpect 
* of the Authority of God the Crea- 
*for, who gave it : Neither did 
*Chriſt in the Goſpel any way 
Diſfolve, but much ſtrengthen 
this Obligation. 

. To the Second, In this Chap. 
d. 6. *Altho True Believers be not 
under this Law as a Covenant of 
Works, to be thereby Juſtifzed, or 
Condemned ; yet it is of Great Uſe 
to them, as well as to Others, 
in that as a Rule of Life, Inform- 
ing them of- the Will of” God, 

12 *and 
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*and their Duty, it DireFs and 

. Binds them to Walk accord- 
"ingly, aiſcovering allo the Sin- 
* ful Pollutions of their Natyre, 
© Hearts and Lives, ſoas Examin- | 
[ng themſelves thereby, they 
"may come to ſurther Convicfion 

of Humiiation for, and Hatred a- 
gainſt Sins toocther with a 
; Clearer Sight : of the Need they 
* have of Chris, and the Perfection 
* of his Obedience : It is likewiſe 
*of uſe to the Re -cenerate, to Re- 
* train their Corryptions, in that it 
© forbids Sin, and the Theat- 
*nings of it ſerve to ſhow what 
even thrir Dins deſerve. gc. 
To what 1s here declared, let us 
add what is in cap. 15.3. 5. and 
"will appear, that it muſt be Un- 

derſtood of Preaching ; for it's 

there ſaid, © That altho there 1s n 

It fo fr na?l, but 1t defe ras "Wan 
* nation ; 3 
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"nation; yet there 1s no Sin fo 
* great that it ſhall bring Damnation 
* to them that tru/y Repent ; which 
* makes the conſtant P2eaching of 
*Repentance neceſſary ; tor, 
there can be no Preaching Repen- 
tance, as deſcribed in this cap.$.2. 
but by Preaching the Law, as *tis 
uſeful to -Convince of ” Sin for Hu- 
miliation, &C. 

Before we proceed to the Lenthk 
Errour, we muſt, if we will Im- 
partially deliver the Truth about 
the ſtanding Obi:gation of the Law, 


declare with the Learned Dr. 


Owen, in his Treatiſe of Fuſtifi- 
cation, P. 201. * That that is an 
R Antinomianiſm of the wort {ort, 
and moſt derogatory to the Law 
* of God ; which Affirms it to be 

, { diveſted of its Pow! er, tO Ublige 
* unto Perf ect Obedien: 'e. ſoas that 

* what isnot fo, ſhall (2 's 1t were, 
D 4 * IN 
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* in deſpight of the Law) be Ac- 
cepted as if 1t were ſo, unto the 
; End, for which the Law Requires 
, It. "There 1s no Medium, but 
that either the Law 1s utterly A 
' baliſhed, and fo there is no Sin 
' for where there1s no Law. ont, 
' is no Tranſgreſſon ; or it muſt be 
* Allowed to require the ſame O- 
' bedience that it did at its firſt In- 
| ſtitution, and unto the ſame de- 
* gree. Thus much we thought 
needful to mention, that whilſt 
wearedeclaring our ſelves againſt 
thoſe Errours which are common- 
ly called Antinomian, the worſt 
Part of Real Antinomieniſm mig'at 
not etcape the mention of our Ab- 
horring it ; which yet ſome of 
our Acculers are for. 


«a 


C 


The 
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The Tenth Errour. 


© 10. That Miniſters of the Go- 
* ſpel ought not to propound the 
© Offers of Salvation unto all thoſe 
© to whom God calls them to 
© Preach ; ſeriouſly Inviting them 
* to Improve the Means of Grace, 
* that they may be Saved ; and 
* aſſuring them 1n the way of their 
© Miniſterial Duty of the Salva- 
© tion of all ſuch as believe in 
© Chriſt, becauſe they want Abi- 
* lity to cloſe with the Offer ; 


© and all ſhall not be ſaved. 


Our Oppoſtion. 
That tho Men want Ability to 


Believe Savingly, yet it's the Du- 
ty of Goſpel Miniſters to make 
| the 
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the Offer, and T7eſi:fie unto them, 
That whoever Believes and Re- 

ents, ſhall be Saved ; and that 
it's the Peoples Duty to make uſe 
of their Natural Faculties, with 
fa External Means and Work- 
ings of the Spirit, as God Afﬀeords 
them, that they may Believe, Re- 
pent, and be Saved: 

Dr. nec, in Fel. 4. Part 2. 
Lib. 2 Cap. 1, 1s very poſitive, 
: Tha tho Faith bea Difficult 
* Work, yet we ought to uſe our 
, -” ndeavours to Believe. As, 

To cleanſe our Hands and 

l Tanda taking heed of Hinde- 
,  Tances and Impediments, which 
- may hinder God's working it, 
* or Provoke him to leave off the 
, _ Work : - To Refrain all ill Com- 
any----- and all Sins of what 

, ; pany ſoever, which grieve the 
© Spirit. Thus the Apoſtle, Heb. 


TE 
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I 2. I --=——— 2. Men may Ende:- 


, . Vour to be Humbled for th-ir 


' Sins, and take ſuch Confidera- 
* tions into their Hearts, as may 
' ſerve to Humble them ; which 
' tho it 18 not Faith, nor 'W orks, 

' Faith yet leads to it James 4. 3. 

"= 'There are "If and —_ 
" nances God hath appointed, 


c 
_ which to bring our Hearts Gs 


| fore him , James 4.8.----And this 
' alſo Men may do; they may 
' COMe unto God and Preſent their 
Souls before him by Prayer ; by 
' Hearing the Word, by g nad! Con- 
' ference, by Read; If, CO —m= But 
'5. Further, Souls humbled are to 
O__ the Exe reiſe cf the very 

Act of Believing . * That 18, they 


' are to take Pomiſcs into their 
Thoughts, and to bring then 


* Hearts to them, to lol 1p to 


6 . lh 
* Chrift, and confider his Eul- 


* neſs, 
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neſs, and attempt to lay hold 
, upon him----We havean expreſs 
* place for this Heb.4.1 1.-----v.16. 
_ . The Apoſtle bids them come to 
the Throne of Grace, that they 
' may obtain Mercy ; thoſe, that 
' had not yet obtained it, muSt come 
* that they may obtain it. But 
; , you will fay, We cannot come : 
" Why come, ſays he,;to obtain 
' Help It ſelf, in the next Words. 
' So Heb. 12. 2. He Exhorts them 
to look to Jeſus the Beginner 
' of their Faith, as well as the F:- 
' niſher. And my Reaſons why 
- Men are to: Endeavour, and At- 
| tempt the __" Acts of Be- 
' ieving, are, 1. Becauſe God 
* commands Tg to believe and 
- to come to Chriſt, 1 Jobn 3. 23. 
* — My Unability to do it a- 
* right, hinders not, nor frees me 


; from Attempting to do it, and 
( Reach- 


c 
C 
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Reaching as far as I can. -------- 
. 2. If Miniſters are to preſent, Pro- 
miſes and Motives unto Men, then 
' thoſe Conhiderations, Motives, 
' whach the Miniſters of the 
" Word are to preſent to Hearers 
, and Humbled Souls to beget 
" Faith in them, humbled Souls 
may, and ought with Applicati- 
on to conhider alone, and digeſt 
and Exerciſe Thoughts of Faith 
about, Heb. 4. 12. And tho it 


mm +4 a 5 _5© 


be true, that but ſome ſhall enter 


in, yet the Promiſe is Indefinitely 
made to all, ver: 6. And upon 
that Ground, ver. 11. he Ex- 
horts all to Labour after Faith, 
| to look up to Jeſus, as the Au- 
: * thor of Faith ----- And God doth 
, often Engraft true I houghts of 
" Faith upon the Notions we had 
' being Unbelievers, and changeth 


* them into true Thoughts of 
* Faith 


LE Pe REC.” 


OI 


18" 4 8 
:.-- 
jth» "| | 

{tv 
x \ 
4 fo 
400 
31.1 3h 
\h4 
UN | 
Fig 
3 430 
 {? 
Rig Pt4 
4; 
Big gt, 
Lye | 
" 
of! 
43H 
7H 
{3h} 
” il 
wt 
«1 
0g 
C 
£1 
It £ 

«+ 

b 
it: 48 
14 
{1 
RO, 

i" 

' 
4nf 
[#4 y 
Wy 
Ute 
#4 } 


it. 
RY 

ft 
495 
f 


[46 ] 
* Faity, whilſt we are Thinking 
* them. 
Now herein alfo the D:&or kept 
to our Confeſſion : For in Cap. 7. 
6.3. it is thus. © Man by his Fall 
F ” having made himſelf Uncapable 
_ of Life by that Covenant | v1z. of 
" Works ;] the Lord was pleaſed to 
, makea Second, commonly called, 
_ the Covenant of Grace, Wherein 
- HE Freely Offereth unto 
' Dinners, Life and Salvation 
' by Feſus Chris, Requiring of 
Them, Faith i in Him, that they 
* may be Saved. 


The Eleventh Errour. 


C 


11. That by God's laying our 
: ' Sins upon Chriſt he became eve- 
* ry way as ſinful as we; and we 
every way as Righteous and Ho- 


*ly as He; and that therefore 
| © Per- 
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* Perſons may expect to be Par- 
* doned whilſt they continue in a 
* State of Unbelief and Impeni- 
© tence; and that continued Re- 
* pentance and Holineſs, are not in 
* the Nature of the Thing, nor 
* by the Conſtitution of the Go- 
* ſpel neceſſary to our being poſ- 
* ſeſſed of Eternal Life. 


Our Oppoſition. 


That we may deliver our true 
Senſe 1n this great Point, we de- 
clare, 

1. Thatour Sins were not laid 
upon Chrift, as to make him eve- 
ry way as Sinful as we, 

2. [hat weare not every way 
- as Righteous as Chriſt. 

3. That none may exped& to be 
Pardoned in a State of Unbeltef, 


and Impenitence. | 
4+. That 
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4. That continued Repentance 

with tolineſs, are neceſſary to our 

Poſieſſion of Eternal Life. 

To the Fir#, That our Sins were 
not /5 laid upon Chriſt, as to make 
him every way as ſmful as we are. 
For, if Chrift had been as compleat- 
ly, fully, and every way as ſinful 
as we are, he would have been [n- 
herently ſinful, and Filthy, which 
cannot, without the Guilt of 
Blaſphemy, be Aflerted. 

That it's expreſly Afirm'd by 
the Holy Ghoſt in Scripture. (1.) 
Typically, 1n the Scape Goat, that all 
their Tranſgreſſoons, 1n all their Sins, 
were put upon Chriſt, Lew. 16. 
21,22. And, (2.) In the Prophe- , 
fre of Iſa.53.6. The Lord hath * 
laid upon him the Iniquity of us 
all. And (3.) In the New Teſta- 
ment, The Lord made him who 
knew no Sin, to be Sin for us, 
2 Cor. 
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> Cor. 5.21. anda Curſe, Gal.3.13., 


which we firmly believe to be 
true, and neceſſary to the Lord 
Teſus Chriſt's making a True, Pro- 
per, ond Full Satisfal 19n for Our 
Sins to the Law, and Puniſhing 
Juſtice of God ; yet we do moſt 
fi _—_— declare, 

. That when it's  fard, Our Ini- 
qrties all our Tranſgre Tons in all 
cur Sins were put upon Chrift, it's 
not to be underſtood, as 1f Jeſus 
Chriſt did A&rally commit thoſe 
Sms, which were laid upon him; 
or that God did look upon him un- 
der the Conſideration of his being 
the Committe: of them. 

2. Nothing is more Abſolutely 
true (as Dr. Owen exprefles it, of 
Juſtif. Pp. 283.) © Nothing 1s more 

Sacredly, - Afluredly Believed 
© by us, than that Nothing which 
E © Chriſt did or ſuffered, nothing 

Ek * that 
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* that he undertook,or underwent, 
* did, or could conſtitute him 
* Jnherently, or thereon Perſc- 
* zallyva Sinner That Chriſt 
© ſhould Admit of any thing of 
* Sin, in himſelf, as 1t is abſo- 
; ' Jutely inconſiſtent with the Hy- 
Wz ſtatical Union ; ſo it would ren- 
© der him unmeet for all other 
* Duties of his Office, Heb. 7. 25, 
© 26: 


There can be no laying of 


our Sins on Chriſt, ſo as to make 


hum Inherently Polluted, or Morally 
Unclean 1n himſelf, but by a Phy- 
fecal, or Natural Tranſlation, Or 
Transfuſion of our Sin into him, 
for 1t would include an Inclinati- 
on in him to Sin, which as it is both 
Naturally and Spiritaally 1mpoſhble ; 
fo 1s 1t Blaſphemous to ſuppoſe ; : 
wherefore, 


4. Our 


» 


gr | 


4. Our Sins were, Nino other 


PImputation ; and touching the 
{mputation of our Sms to ChriSt, we 
farther declare. - 
| 1. That tho God himſelf hath 
ſaid Christ was made Sin, and a 
Curſe for us, and it's manifeſt, that 
twas by Imputatien, yet as Dr. 
Goodwin, Vol. 3. of Chriſt's Media- 
tion, Lib. 5. cap. 1. pag. 195. © We 
* had need take them in a Right 
* Senſe, or elſe they will be Bla- 
* ſphemy in our Thoughts. -----Al- 
* tho Chriſt was made DIN, yet 
F in that he was freely made ſo. 
* therefore that Imputation ſtainec. 
not him nor his Nature, but he 
Remained Holy, Undefiled, and 
* Separate from Sinners, wherefore 
as the DodFor goeth on. 
* 2. To free your Thoughts 
form the leaſt Miſtake, the {m- 
E 2 © put.4- 


Senſe laid upon Chriſt than by 
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* putation of our Sins to Christ, 18 
© not ſuch a5 that whereby Adam's 
* Sin was Imputed unto us. ----For 
* tho that Sin of his was but Impu- 
* tedly made ours, yet ſo as we be- 
* ing One (tt Him, are truly ſaid 
* to have finned in him, Rom.5.12. 
* and ſoit ſtained and depraved us, 
*-his Poſterity : But' of Chrift we 
© muſt Abhor to think ſo. He was 
* not made Sin 11 Us, but for us. 
He was not m 15, nor Deſcended 
from us, nor Sinned in us, as we 
are in Adam Deſcended from him, 
and f{inned in him. 


3. There 1s (as Dr. Owen has it) 


PL 


a great Difference between the] Us 


Imputation of our Sin to Chris}, andfi 


the Imputation of Chrift's Righteouſ: 


Or 


4 


neſs unto us : So that he carinot be 


ſaid to be madea Sinner by our Sin " 
Inc 


as we are made Righteous by his 
Righteouſneſs. Dr. Goodwin give: 
thi; 


1 
IC 
fl +. | 
oe our Sins toChriſt, than what is com- 
monly received by Proteſtants, and 
Inculcated by our Ableſt Divines 

+: 8&4 at 
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this Reaſon for it : * His Righte- 
* ouſneſs is ſo Imputed unto us, as 
* we by reaſon of that Covenant 
* between God and Him, may be 
*ſfaid to have Fulfil/d the Law in 
* him, and the Law is ſaid to be 
* fulfl'd in us, becauſe we were in 
* bim. But it cannot be ſaid in any 
ſenſe, He was made Sin in 1s, but 
. for u8 only. , For, tho we were in 
*him, yet not He in us. The Root 
* bears the Branches, and not the 
* Branches the Root. So the Do&For. 
To which we add, That Chriſt 
was a Publick Perſon to us, but not 
we to him : And the Apoſtle in 
2 Cor. 5.21. Hewas mae Sin for 


115 
'es 
11 


us, we made Righteouſneſs [ not 
For, but | th Him. 


4.We hold no other[mputation of 


| 54 } 
at Home and Abroad in their Wri- 
tings againſt Papiſts and Socinians, 
which 1s, T hat by the Imputation 
of cur Sins unto Chriſt, he became 
Accountable unto God for them ; 
He was made under that Law _ 
violated, and our Gu:lt was charged 
upon him; ; yea, our Sins were the 
Proper Meritorious Cauſe of his 
Sufferings, and his Sufferings a 
ger Puniſhment for our Sins.as 
2 Learned Divine of this 
Church of England, 1 in his 
2d Fol. of Sermons, P. 468. * God, 
© in the whole Procedure of Chriſt's 5 
' Sufferin, s, muſt be confidered as 
ba Judge F xacting, and Chriſt asa 
* Perſon paying downa Recompence 
© or Satisfact i;n for Sin. For, the 
© Chriſt was as Pare and Undefiled 
* with the least Spot of Sim, as Py 
f rity and Innoency 1t ſelf, yet he 
* was pleaſed to make himſelf th 
*G reafte 


Jy 
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* Greate& Sinner in the Wor ld, by 
__ tation, and rendring himſelf 
Surety Reſponſ ble for our Debts. 
; « For as 1t 1s ſaid, 2 Cor. 5.21. He 
who knew no Sin, was made Sin for 
* us. When the Juſtice of God was 
"lifting up the Sword of Ven- 
* geance over our Heads, Chriſt 
* ſnatch'd usaway from the Blow, 
" and ſubſtituted his own Body in 
* our Room, to receive the whole 
; _ Stroke of that Dreadful Retribu- 
* tion Infliced by the Hand of an 
* Angry Omnipotence. "Thus far 
this Learned Door. In oppoſition 
hereunto, Bellarmine faith, T hat 
by the Imputation of Sn unto 
Chris, be mu$t be Polluted ; and 
thence be Denominated a Sinner in 
every kind: T'o which the Anſwer 
of Dr. Owen, p. 277. is full. *This 
* would (faith he) be true, if our 
© Sins could be Communicate unto 


E 4 © Chriſt 
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: * Chriſt by Transfuſion, ſo as 
to be his Inherently. But their be- 
© ing ſoonly by Imputation,gives no 
*countenance to < ny ſuch - WAR 
© However, there isa Notion of Le- 
* gal Uncleann, -ſ5,vhere there is no 
© [nherent Defilement, Numb. 16. 7,0. 
The Second. F T hat we are not 
* eTery Way as Righteous as Chriſt. 
That weare made Righteous in 
Chriſt by Imputation of his Righte- 
ouſneſs unto us, 1s what we firmly 
elieve. And whereas the Jeſuit 
objects againſt this Doctrine, 1 hat 
then we are as Righteous as Christ 
bimjeIf, becauſe we are Righteous 
with his Righteouſneſs. Dr. Owen 
with good Reaſon replies. © To fay 
* Weare «5 Righteo:s as Chri$t, 1s to 
* make a Compariſon | xetween the 
; Perſon: 1 Righteouſneſs of Christ,and 
* our 1 Perſonal Righteouſne ſs, if the 
* Compariſon be of Thingsof the 
ſame 


(57 ] 
ſame kind. But this is Fooliſh 
*and Impious; for notwithſtand- 
* ing all our Perſonal Righteouſneſs, 
* we are Jiaful : Fle knew no Sin, 
* And, if the Compariſon be be- 
* tween Chriſt's Perſonal Inherent 
* Righteouſneſs, and Righteouſ- 
"neſs Imputed unto us : Inhefton, 
* and Imputation being things of di- 
* vers kinds, it is fond, and of no 
© Conſequence. Chriſt was AFively 
© Righteous, we are Paſhvely ſo. 
* When our Sin was Imputed unto 
* Him, He did not thereby become 
*a Sinner, as weare; Adtivelyand 
, Inherently a Dinner, but Paſſrvely 
* only.,, and in God's Eſtimation. 
* As He was made Sin, yet knew 
+ *n9 Sin, ſo weare made Righteous, 
c yet are f{inful 1n our ſelves. Of 
Juſtific. p. 509, or as Dr. Crew of 
Fuſtif.Ed.2.p.96.* Weare as Righ- 
* teous, as the Righteouſneſs of 
Y | * Chri& 


- 
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© Christ need to make us before 
© God. 

3. Thatnone may expe& to be 
Pardoned in a State of Unbelief 
and Impenttence. 

We have, by referring our ſelves 
to the Aflemblies Confeſhon, con- 
ſtantly owned thus much, as well 
as by our Preaching and Writings. 
In the Confeſſion of the Aflembly 
it is ſaid, cap. 15.9. 3. © Altho Re- 
* pentance be not to be reſted in, as 
*any Satisfaction for Sin, or any 
* Cauſe of the Pardon thereof, which 
*is the A of God's Free Grace in 
* Chrift,. yet is it of ſuch Neceſſity 
*to all Sinners, that none may ex- 
* pet Pardon without it. 

The Fourth, That continued 
Repentance and Holineſs are neceſ- 
fary to our Poſfleſion of Eternal 
Life, for without it we cant ſee 
God, 

Our 


is 
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Our Confeſſion at the Savoy fully 
Aﬀerts, cap. 15.8. 4. © That Repen- 
* tance 1s to be continued through 
© the whole Courſe of our Lives, upon 
* the account of the Body of Death, 
and the Motions thereof. And in 


*cap. 13. $. 1. © They who are ef- 
* feually called-----are alſo fur- 


* ther SanFified, Really and Perſo- 
*nally--:-- by his Word and Spirit 
dwelling in them ; the Domini- 


© on of the whole Body of Sin is 


* deſtroyed, and the ſeveral Lufts 
* thereof are more and more weaken- 
*ed and mortified ; and they more 
and more Quickned and Strength- 


 Cred in all Saving Oraces, to the 


*Þzactiſe of all true Holineſs, 

* without which nz Manſhall 

*ſree the Lozd, | 
Theſe Things we Offer to be 


conſidered, that 1t may appear, to 


the -Conviction of all, that our 
Sount- 
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Soundneſs in the Faith, and Agree- 
ment with the Reformed Churches 
is ſo very Conſpicuous and Ma- 
nifeſt, that 1t cannot but Surprize 
and Aftoniſh the Unprejudiced to 
hear any Accuſing -us, and move 
them to conclude, That our Accu- 
ſers themſelves believe. not the 
Truth of their own Charge ; but 
have brought it againſt us, to the 
End they may the more effe&ual- 
ly divert from an obſerving how, 
and after what manner they infi- 
nuateand ſpread their own Erro- 
neous Opinions. 

In this Apprehenſion many. will 
be confirmed when they confider, 
that the Matters charged upon us, 
are not only without the leaſt co- 
lour of Reaſon, but moſt contra- 
ry to OUT known and avowed Prin- 
ciples. Nor hath there been any 


thing offered, that we know of, 
to 
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to - countenance this Accuſation, 
but the raifing Another, which 
has as little Truth, and no more 
ground for it, than the former ; 
which 1s, That we Encourage Ig- 
norant Perſons, and Men of no 
good Report to enter on the M1- 
niftry, who make 1t their Bufineſs 
© to Preach up the Errours charged 
upon us, which we would never 
have done. had we not favoured 
their Notions : Io which we Re- 
ly. 

; ” That touching Mens enter- 
ing on the Miniſtry, we yield no 
more than other ProteſtantChurches, 
ſuch as the Churches of Scotland, 
Holland and England, have hither- 
to done, viz. I hat Men of Sound 
Knowledge in the Subſtantials of 
Religion ; Diſcreet, Holy, and 
Humble ; whoſe Hearts God In- 
clines to the Work of the Mini- 

{try, 
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ſtry, tho they have not had the 
Advantages of Eminency 1n the 
Academick Learning, orany con- 
fiderable skill in Philoſophy, yet 
when the State of the Churches, 
_ and ſome ſpecial Circumſtances in 
regard to their Opportunity of 
Service and Uſefulneſs, require it, 
may: enter on this Holy Work in 
an Orderly way with Approba- 
tion. ; 

2. We do alſo declare, That 
they who enter on the Miniſtry, 
ought ordinarily to be endued with 
a competent Meaſure of Learning, 
(which 1s neceſſary for the De- 
fence of T ruth againſt ſubtile Ad- 
verſaries) as well as with other 
Miniſterial Gifts : And that they 
may obtain this Qualification, they 
ought to uſe thoſe Helps that are 
moſt proper 1n order thereunto. In 
this we Agree with Dr. Goodwin ; 
| who 


LI —__ POY — | 2m) A 2. 5 Co Cpu < 


& «7 #akot'7 LAW 2 NG Ae hn EEE ARE. EX, + 


[ 63 ] 


who in Vol. 4. of Church Governm, 
L .7. Cap.3. faith. * There is a Ge- 
"neration of Men that are againſt 
' Acquir 'd Knowledge; or that which 
*is ſought out by Study, or re- 
*ceived from others; and would 
* haveall Infuſed. N ow confider, 
' Timothy had. the main and chief 
of his Knowledge this way, 1 Tim. 
'3. 14. Continue thou in the T hings 
* thou ha$t Learned-----Knowing of 
© whom thou ha$t Learned them. He 
© had Learned them of Paul.----Da- 
*niel, tho a Prophet, underſtood 
* by Books, cap. 9.2. And whereas 
«© ome Men are for Preaching only 
6 - Extempore, and without Study, Paul 
* bids Timothy Meditate and Stw- 
dy, and give his Mind wholly to 
* theſe Things. 

. Our Senſe 1n theſe Particu- 
lars, is fully delivered in the late 
Heads of Agre ement ; to which thoſe 

of 


0). 3 
of us, who Aﬀented thereunto; d6 
Atl] Adbere, as we do. alſo; to the tr 
whole and every Branch of it, not- | 
withſtanding the many Reports to 
. the contrary, made by them, who 
' have repreſentzd us as Violaters of | fe 
It ; who know how eaſtly they | C 
might remove what has of late I © 
hindred our meeting, with them. | 
For, by declaring their diflike of Þ 
thoſe Errours, whica, under | i, 
the Covert of their News have 4 U 
been and ſtill are ſpread Abroad ; I * 
and by Afeerting: the Do&rine of ] 
the Reformed \ in - the Articles. of 
Chriſt's Satisfaction ; and our Juſti- | 
fication by his Righteouſneſs, as'N 
Explained by ourgreateſt Divines, 
and as ſent unto us by ſome Em1- | 
nent Brethren of their own Num- ; 
ber, they would have laid a good 
Foundation for a Compoſure. 
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(+4. Wedoalfo declare, That 5 
[5 Wwe count none meet to Diſpenſe 
te the Oracles of God to others, who 
t- Jare not themſelves Qualified for 
Communion 1n all Ordinances ; in 
like manner their joyning them- 
ſelves to a particular Church of 
/ | Chriſt, would bea good Expedi- 
> | ent to prevent {gnorant and Rafh 
Intruders into the Miniſtry ; ſee- 
ing then, if any Unfit for this Ho- 
ly Office, ſhould preſume to enter 
 J upon it, they might be Proceed- 
JF ed againſt-in a Church Way ; 
which could be no ſooner fignifi- 
zd to them, amongſt whom theſe 
Þ Jenorant Perſons Preach; than the 

7 Would meet with Juſt Diſcourage- 

J Ment from their Godly and more 
adent Hearers : And we do e- 
em it the Duty of Particular 
arches, and their Officers, to 


= "Th © 


, 


fi 7 ſpecial Care, that none of 
_ - ' their 
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p, 
Qualifed; Seer on this Work 
Sithoat "Their Orderly Dealing! 
with them, for {0 great a Pre-. 
Jumption. | 
We cannot be Juſt to the; 
Truth as to Matter of Fact, nor- 
to our ſelves, unleſs we declare, 
That notwithſtanding the ſevere 
Charges of this Nature, caſt upon 
us, no. Scandalous Perſons have 
gone out from amongſt us into the] 
Miniſtry ; and fince this Liberty, 
there have more Unqualified Per- 
ſons broke out of the Congrega- 
tions of every other Perſwaſion, 
than out of ours, 1n this City. And 
the true Reaſon w hy the moſt of 
them, who thruſt rhemſelves intF 
the Miniftry, Af/ume the Name'ſ 
of Congregational, 1s not that they 
were of us, or went out by our 
incouragement, but becauſe ſuch 
are } 
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are the Circumſtances of Diffent=<.. 


ing Churches at this time,as makes 
them Congregational, 4ltho our Ac- 
cuſers do now ſo vehemently cry 


FE down the Name. And we- have 


” been, and now are, ſo Difſfatis- 
Ent "with ſuch Mons Intruding 
themſelves into this Holy Fun&i- 
on, that when ſuch from the Coun- 
try made'Application to us for our 
 Countenance, we Unanimouſly 
agreed, That none, who gave not 
good Satisfaction of their Abilities 
for the Miniſtry, ſhould have any 
Encouragement from us. In a 
Word. 

6. We having freely delivered 
our True Sentiments in theſe 
Points, as we have fully declared 
againſt the aforeſaid Errours in 
Do&trinals ; ſo we do hereby ex- 
preſs our Diſlike, and (C'ttneſs 
againſt ; all Tenant and Scandalous 


Per- 


ft, | 
ch as: fear. 


bot ns 7 "Fat, o# 
ous -their Livesai G *Cornver: 
6ns; of otheriyiſe pe ge for. 
Holy Tmployment, Teſt 
- bring the Guilt of. theſe } 
; Bmson their own Souls. 
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